Transcription from Dr. Laura’s program

As we do each week on this day and in this hour, I tell you about some book that would be great for you to have. This one is so cute, I had a cute attack. My teeth hurt in a very positive way because this is so sweet. I love this one.
This book is called Grandfather’s Wrinkles, written by Katherine England and illustrated by Richard McFarland. The illustrations are beautiful. It’s like Norman Rockwell stuff. The cover is so gorgeous.
It starts when little Lucy climbs up into her grandfather’s lap. It’s a beautiful autumn day. She’s staring at his face. “Why doesn’t your skin fit you anymore, Granddad? It’s all crinkly.” Granddad laughs and replies, “Those crinkles are called wrinkles. Whenever I smiled an especially big smile, I got a wrinkle to show for it.” As Lucy’s little pudgy fingers trace each furrow, Granddad recounts the joyous events that caused that particular wrinkle. His memories are shared in stunningly realistic paintings on alternating wordless spreads: his wedding, the birth of his daughter (Lucy’s mom) and her childhood antics and her wedding day, and the cause of this newest, deepest and most important wrinkle: the day that Lucy herself was born. It is so adorable.
During the commercial I just read it again.

So he tells about what causes a wrinkle, and on the next two pages you see the scene. And you get to the end: “And Lucy searched Granddad’s face very carefully….” but it’s the paintings that put it over the edge for me. “‘What about these two really, really big ones?’ she asked as she put her fingers on the large creases curving up from the corners of Granddad’s mouth. ‘Oh, those are the most important of all. That’s why they’re the biggest even though they’re very new. I got those two extra-special wrinkles the day you were born.’”

You open it up and you see the kidlet and Grandma and Grandpa and Mom and Dad and all that stuff. And then in the last scene, they have their foreheads together, Lucy and Grandpa, and she says, “‘Oh,’ said Lucy, smiling a huge smile, and at the corners of her mouth appeared two little wrinkles, just like Granddad’s.” And the next generation of pleasurable memories has started. What a nice way to look at wrinkles!
A very sweet book. I really like this book. This is just an adorable book because it puts aging in the context of fabulous memories.
Grandfather’s Wrinkles is available through drlaura.com for a special price of only ten dollars and eighty-five cents. But if you’re a drlaura.com family member, you could be one of thirty-five randomly-selected winners to receive Grandfather’s Wrinkles free. So the question is: if it said “Grandmother’s Wrinkles,” would I be as enthusiastic? Yes.
Just go to drlaura.com and log in, or become a family member today to enter to win your free book. We’ll send you a follow-up e-mail if you’re one of the lucky winners. Again, Grandfather’s Wrinkles. Just go onto drlaura.com. If you’re a family member, you could be one of thirty-five randomly-selected winners to get it free. If you log in today to become a family member, you’ll make it just under the wire.
I love this book.

