Transcription from MeetMeAtTheCorner.com
Euphrozinia Martin: I’m Euphrozinia. Welcome to Meet Me at the Corner. I’m here in Brooklyn, one of the five boroughs that make up New York City.
New York City is made of five counties, or boroughs: Manhattan, Queens, Staten Island, Brooklyn, and the Bronx, all connected by subways, trains, buses, street and bridges.
We’ve come to see Jeff Hopkins, who’s a children’s illustrator. We’re going to see his studio and ask about his life.

When did you know you wanted to be an artist?
Jeff Hopkins: I think I was about five years old. I knew right then when I started to draw Batman—and here’s Robin on the other side—I knew that I really, really loved to draw people and use a lot of color.
EM: How long does it take to illustrate a book?

JH: You know, sometimes it can take many, many months to illustrate a book because the pictures that you see in a book actually have to go through a lot of different steps before they become finished pictures. First I have to draw them in pencil and then we have to make changes to the pictures, and then I actually make them into paintings.
EM: What kind of kid were you?

JH: I would say that I was a quiet kid. I was a little bit shy. I also loved something that I still love today, which is baseball. So I loved to play sports and I loved to draw. Those were my two main things that I really loved to do.
EM: What advice would you give someone if they wanted to be an artist?
JH: I would say that the main advice I would give you is something that you already do now, which is to carry around a sketchbook and make drawings all the time. If you draw as much as you can everywhere you go, you’ll definitely get better and better and better, and you’ll be well on your way to becoming a professional artist. That’s the number one rule: draw, draw, draw, and then when you’re tired of drawing, draw a little bit more. That’s what makes an artist.
EM: Do you like getting mail from kids?

JH: I love getting mail from kids. I love hearing from kids from all over the world, and I also love to see artwork that is new for me by kids, who want to send me pictures that they’ve done. I have a website called www.picturescometolife.com, and there it has my e-mail, and anybody can send me a note. I love to get notes from people and hear about the kind of artwork that kids are doing and the kind of artwork in books that kids like.
EM: Do you have an author or illustrator in your town? Maybe you’d like to interview them and send it here to Meet Me at the Corner. We’ll edit it and add it to our podcast. The information is on our website.
That’s it for today! See you next time.

